'All-or-none' mechanism of the molten globule unfolding.
The Gdm-HCl-induced unfolding of bovine carbonic anhydrase B and S. aureus beta-lactamase was studied at 4 degrees C by a variety of methods. With the use of FPLC it has been shown that within the transition from the molten globule to the unfolded state the distribution function of molecular dimensions is bimodal. This means that equilibrium intermediates between the molten globule and the unfolded states are absent, i.e. the molten globule unfolding follows the 'all-or-none' mechanism.